What is Confirmation?

Thank You to all of you who will be involved in this year’s confirmation program.  It is a two-year journey, beginning at grade 7 or older, toward confirmed membership at the completion of grade 8 (or older).

Confirmation is a public profession of the faith already bestowed upon a member of our church community at Holy Baptism.  It is the young person’s decision to commit him- or herself to a life of faith centered in the mission and ministry of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and given in the sacrament of Holy Baptism.  As such, those journeying toward confirmation must first be baptized members of the community of Christ’s flock, the Church.

Confirmation class requires commitment from students (the confirmands), adult leaders and mentors, and parents or guardians/friends of confirmands.  It is a wholistic approach to learning, bringing the gifts of many people into the ministry of confirmation to support, nurture, and guide our youth toward their decision to commit themselves publicly to a life of faith.

Class Details

· Confirmation Classes will be held every Sunday morning during Sunday School, at 9 a.m.  This regular Sunday School class is for 6th graders and those in confirmation.  Study in Martin Luther’s Small Catechism is combined with Bible study.
There are no attendance requirements.  Classes, however, are opportunities for students to learn those concepts found on the confirmation readiness checklist (see separate sheet for this).

There may be other adult classes offered throughout the year at other times that students might wish to attend for confirmation enrichment.


We will also be offering a monthly “cateQUIZem” activity during the Sunday School hour that will focus on learning in a game format for all ages.

Family Participation

· Family participation is CRUCIAL to the confirmation learning process.  You will have a regular responsibility for nurturing your child’s journey toward Confirmation Day.  Students will also be connecting with other persons in their church and community as part of their learning.  As you pray for your child’s journey, spend time discussing class activities and enriching his/her confirmation preparation, offering your help, and sharing your faith journey.  Please participate in the “cateQUIZem” activity as much as possible.
· Pastor Pat will offer her time, as needed, to those with questions or concerns.  Should you feel that an individual home visit would be helpful to you and/or your child, please feel free to ask.  Visits can be scheduled as often as you need them.  Pastor Pat’s home/cell phone number is 570-768-6705.
God’s blessings on your journey through this year!  May God richly bless each of you in your life of faith.

“Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of children.  As we bring them up, give us calm strength and patient wisdom, that we may teach them to love whatever is just and true and good, following the example of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen..”

--(from the Lutheran Book of Worship, page 51, Prayer for the Care of Children)
When you are ready to confirm your baptismal faith:

____
Know the 10 Commandments and a brief explanation of what they mean, as well as why God gave 


them to us

____
Know the Apostles’ Creed; where it comes from; a brief explanation of the three articles; and what it means to your life of faith.  Also—be able to briefly explain from where the Nicene and Athanasian Creeds come and what they address

____
Know the Lord’s Prayer—where it comes from; be able to explain in your own words what it 


means to you and why you pray this prayer; discuss why prayer is important

____
Know the sacraments of the Lutheran Church; what makes them sacraments; and why we have 


sacraments

____
Know the benefits of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion

____
Know the date of your baptism

____
Be able to describe the Book of Concord and why it is important to the Lutheran faith

____
Describe what it means to be a disciple and how you serve your Lord in the Church and the world
____
Explain the liturgical church year

____
Key Bible stories:


___ know the 2 creation stories and where you find them


___ know the story of Noah and the flood


___ know about the call of Abraham and the promise God made to him


___ know the story of the sacrifice of Isaac and why it was important


___ know the Jacob/Joseph story


___ know the importance of Moses


___ know the importance of the Passover and the Exodus


___ know about King David and his role in salvation


___ be able to discuss the role of the prophets and the significance of the exile


___ Advent/Christmas/Epiphany story of Jesus

___ Lent/Easter/Pentecost story of Jesus and the Church

___ know how many books are in the Bible—both Old and New Testaments; be able to find books 



of the Bible when asked
____
Explain the significance of the following in Church history:


___ early Church & Paul
___ persecutions
___ early Church Councils


___ Constantine


___ Augustine

___ Martin Luther & the Reformation
____
Participate in the following:


___ two ministry group meetings (Worship & Music; Evangelism; Prayer; Christian Education; 



Social Ministry; Finance; Property; or go along with home communion teams) – be able to 



discuss what they do


___ one Council meeting (arrange with the pastor) – be able to discuss what they do


___ help with Vacation Bible School during the summer OR the Altar Guild one month


___ serve regularly as an acolyte OR usher OR both throughout the year


___ serve on a church service project in some form (you may do this through a ministry group, if 



you would like – approve with the Pastor)


___ attend a synod activity with the pastor or a lay leader

___ attend a non-Lutheran worship service – bring the bulletin from the service to the pastor
___ final interview with the Pastor and Christian Education Chairperson

___ final interview with the Church Council and Mentor

____
Writing assignments (in addition to class-assigned homework)

___ take sermon notes and turn into the pastor – at least 6 times (get forms from the parlor)


___ final, one-page paper at end of confirmation – “What does Confirmation mean to me?”

___ choose your confirmation Bible “life verse” and share with the pastor
____
Confirmation can be either the Day of Pentecost (May or June) OR Reformation Sunday (October)
Christ Lutheran Church Confirmation Essay

Criteria List and Requirements
1.
Write an essay of 5 paragraphs that discusses the topic, “What Confirmation Means to ME.”

2.
Include a well-developed introduction paragraph that explains your paper.

3.
Include three additional paragraphs that detail your topic.  Share YOUR thoughts on faith.  As 


you confirm for yourself the faith you received at baptism, how will you continue to follow 


Jesus?  What kind of commitment are you making to being a member of the family of Jesus 


Christ in the world and at Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church?

4.
You are to use correct spelling, punctuation, grammar, and capitalization throughout the essay.

5.
Your paper should end with a well-developed concluding paragraph that ties your paper together.

6.
The final paper is to be neatly handwritten or typed and proofread for mistakes.

7.
Turn in a paper of a quality that you would want to turn in to God.  Remember:  this is YOUR

commitment to your Lord.  How would you want God to view what you have written?

8.
You will have the option (NOT required) of having your paper published in the newsletter.

Share your wishes with the pastor.
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