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Dear Friends in Christ,

As I look over the ministry of this past year, one word comes to mind, over and over:  Blessings.  Reviewing what I have had the privilege to share with you this year has reminded me of all the blessings God gives us every day.
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The first blessing I’ll mention in particular is each of YOU.  God has brought us together in this place to share the gifts, talents, and faith God has given us.  Without you, the ministry I do in God’s name would not be the same:

· The way you respond to God’s call in your lives,

· The way you share your gifts for song, reading, serving, teaching, learning, working together, responding to the needs of our community and world,

· The way you play and laugh, cry and struggle, dream and discern, offer your arms, minds, hearts, hands,

· The way God enlightens you with new ideas and exciting ways of reaching out to others,

· The way your faith also leads you through tough times and difficult moments together,

· …all of these reveal to me the countless ways God has gifted us.

They are Blessings!
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I also celebrate the blessing of God’s mission we have claimed at Christ Lutheran Church.  As I worship with you, I see how you speak our mission statement from memory—keeping it close to you as you go about your work for the week.  I hear it becoming part of your language as we gather and work together.  Our Church Council has made it the guide for our monthly meetings.  It leads our ministry together. 

Another blessing!
God has also blessed us abundantly with faithful members of our staff, faithful leaders and members of ministry groups, faithful worship leaders and participants, faithful Sunday School and Bible study teachers and students, faithful mentors and confirmation students, some of whom in 2007 will stand before us and own the faith God has nurtured through us and their families since their Baptism…and yes…let’s not forget those amazingly abundant financial gifts we have recently received.  I could go on and on celebrating.  So many blessings!

With blessings come changes.  Some of those changes are welcome and easy to make.  Some are unwelcome, yet necessary and painful.  With abundant gifts come abundant responsibilities.  As Jesus reminds us:  “From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.”  (Luke 12:48b)

Even the blessing of new life requires change, whether that is a new child of God among us or a child of God called to God’s heavenly home.  We have known changes this year that are both joyful and painful.  We have said hello to new saints of God.  We have said farewell to other saints of God.  People we love have or will soon be leaving us who have served faithfully alongside us.  We grieve, yet we celebrate the newness God has given them.  We struggle, yet we wait for God’s goodness to come.  Sometimes the good things come before we’re ready!  Yet all along, God has faithfully been leading us to the place God wants us to be.  Count those moments as blessings!  God is always creating new life!  As you reflect on this abundant year God has given us, consider these changes God’s sign of that new life.

[image: image3.png]


Take some time to read the ways God has blessed us together.  Read the ministry reports, give thanks for the new joys and opportunities we’ve shared, pray for the struggles and ponder how God is calling you to respond in all these blessings.

For without you, our ministry together would not be the same.  I am looking forward this new year to discovering and celebrating all the new blessings God will entrust to us at Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church!
Stewardship of Call – Year of 2006:

Worship and Teaching:


47 Sunday services and 39 sermons



33 weeks Sunday School participation

8 Sunday services at Trinity




5 days Vacation Bible School

11 Tuesday services





40 Bible studies


35 Wednesday services




34 sermon studies

9 Saturday services





3 summer brush-up classes


1 Christmas Day service and 1 sermon


1 First Communion class


2 worship services at Rockwell’s



1 Bible study for yth. worship leaders

5 worship services at Kramm’s, Milton


3 CateQUIZem power points

1 worship service at Kramm’s, Watsontown


3 youth activities (children’s hospital,

2 prayer services for Christian unity




Danville; 3-6 grade overnight;

2 Ash Wednesday services





preschool-2nd grade McD’s


5 Lenten MidWeek services





lunch)

5 Soup & the Word services






1 Maundy Thursday service



Blessings/Remembrances/Dedications:

2 Good Friday services (cross walk &


graduates, veterans, labor, military

evening service)




packages, church vocations, animals,

1 Easter Vigil service





Remembrance of Saints,


1 Ascension Day service




Dedication of church sign:  9/10/06

1 ordination vows renewal service



Re-dedication of organ:  11/5/06

Celebration of 6th anniversary of ordination

Regular participation in choir









First-time acolytes:










Sydney Blosser (10/08/06)

Marriage:
(1 sermon)




Ryan Byers (11/05/06)

Michael Himes & Mary Wagner (7/22/06)

Blake Wargo (10/08/06)

Member Funerals:  (6 sermons)


New members received:

Anna Catherine Yagel
 (1/12/06)


Nancy Walters (3/5/06)

Corrine Noll Twist (4/25/06)



Irmgard Gordos (4/16/06)

Donald James Millett (8/12/06)


Robert, Margaret, and Thomas 

Glenwood James Dewire (8/16/06)



Kline (11/8/06)

Mary Meriam Deaner (8/29/06)

Jeanne Alberta Batdorf (10/23/06) – officiated by Pastor Steve Shipman

Betty Jane Russell Fisher (11/3/06)


Baptism:





Farewell/Godspeed:



Skyler Patrick Lee Harrington (4/16/06)

O’Braonin/Weischedel family










Greg Funk


Member transfers:



Jim & Linda Gautsch (4/27/06)



Paul O’Braonain, Kati Weischedel, Aoife, and Aidan (9/11/06)


Those serving as confirmation mentors:  Deb Bartlett, Rose Bolich, Kathleen Burch, Evelyn 



Campbell, Ed Coup, Don & Laurie Fisher, Gerald Greenly, Kim Mitch, Betty Morgan, 



Roger Watts, and Harold Webb
Home/Office and Hospital Visits:


409 regular visits

911 visits by phone or written note

47 counseling visits


65 home communions

64 hospital visits

Meetings/Events:


Congregation
41 ministry group meetings & activities

5 rehearsals and Advent pageant



12 Church Council meetings & 2 special Council meetings

Annual Church Council dinner


Annual Leadership Retreat

2 estate hearings & picked up two estate distribution checks (Yagel)



November congregational meeting



5 Growing Disciples recognitions (1st grade, beginning confirmation, high school 




graduation, first-time acolytes)



Annual Souper Bowl Luncheon


Annual Everybody Birthday Party



Ice Cream Social (last day of Bible School)

Missionary fellowship meal



Birthday luncheon for 2 members




Assisted 1 member with home care needs



Family reunion potluck dinner


Organ recital



Advent T.I.M.E. for Prayer activity


Staff Christmas Luncheon


Community
6 Milton Ministerium meetings, Day of Prayer service, Baccalaureate service, and 


Thanksgiving Concert, 3 Community Harvest meals and Bible studies

5 opening prayers at Milton Borough Council
Katrina Mission Trip planning

1 Summer Planning meeting with Trinity

Little League opening day prayer

Yard Sale for Red Cross (at Christ Church)

Milton High School Drama

Milton Relay for Life




Dog Days picnic at Rockwell Center



Meeting with director of Pregnancy Care

Meeting with Middle School principal

Center of Lewisburg



Annual CROP Walk




Army Band concert



Hunter Page fundraiser



Milton Women’s Tea – December


Synod/Wider Church Community


3 Buffalo Valley Conference meetings

3 No. Lights pastors’ meetings



1 meeting with conference dean


Synod Growing in Leadership event



Annual Synod Winterfest



1 Synod Disaster Response meeting

Activities at Pine Street Lutheran Church,

Danville, (my husband’s church):  Women’s Breakfast worship, Retirees’ luncheon, annual festival, choir picnic, Everybody Birthday Party and Pastor Appreciation Fellowship meal, Reformation celebration, Live Christmas Nativity, Women of the ELCA Christmas party (provided program with Pastor Keith)

1 North Branch Conference picnic

Danville Craft Days

Danville Community Chorus Christmas Concert



Led 2 Prayer services with Pastor Keith at Emmanuel and Maria Joseph Centers, Danville

Retirement luncheon for my internship supervisor

Gettysburg Seminary graduation

Presented former student for ordination

Synod Assembly

Synod Bishop’s Day

Small Town & Rural Ministry Alliance meeting (STaR), Selinsgrove

Hosted visiting seminarians Jerry Wittmus and Jacq Campbell

Central PA Youth Ministry dinner

Parish Nurse Graduation, Buffalo Valley Commons

Administration:


office coordination with Linda/bulletins/newsletter

12 monthly Pastor’s reports for Council

ELCA annual report


answering machine updates, as needed

10 times on-call for other local pastors


Coordination/concerns with building use as needed


Ordering of Tuesday worship and Church Music Sunday materials


Changed front and back church signs when volunteer was unable


Submitted weekly church calendar to Standard Journal

Letters of invitation:  Tuesday worship services (to young families of the congregation); 



bequest discussion meetings, confirmation mentors, nominating committee, council nominees, 

bequest task force


prepared 1 set of updates and revisions to proposed new constitution


prepared and copied 3 funeral bulletins


prepared letters for St. Andrew’s child care program and Country Comfort Assisted Living to 



authorize use of Christ Church as their disaster site


updated virus protection subscription on computer

Continuing Education:  12 days (includes 2 Sundays)

March 16 – HeinFry lecture at Gettysburg Seminary – ELCA Bishops – 3 hours

March 28 – Lutheran Day at the Capitol – Harrisburg – 6 hours

April 1 – Multiply Your Ministry – Lancaster – 6 hours

Lenten discipline – Bible history instruction – Milton – 5 hours

April 16-23 – Gulf Coast Mission Trip – 32 hours (plus travel)

May 1 – New Windsor, Maryland – Church World Service Warehouse Mission work – 4 hours 


(plus travel)

September 23 – Gettysburg, Pennsylvania – Lutheran Disaster Response:  History & 


Theology - 6 hours

September 30 – Small Church Stewardship Seminar – Trinity Lutheran Church, Milton PA

– 4 hours

December 30 & 31 (2 half days) – personal Bible journaling retreat on 1 & 2 Timothy – 6 hours

Membership Statistics
Baptized Members





413
Confirmed Members





297
Confirmed Members who communed and contributed
169

(Keeping accurate records is important but not easy. Our computer records and memory do not agree; people have been here whose attendance and contributions have not been recorded. Voting members are those whose communion and contribution during the current and/or preceding year are on record. Technically we have 169 voting members. It is important for you to fill at least one offering envelope or write a check each year and to record your communion on a pew pad at least once.)
Below is listed those Christ Lutheran members who were received, confirmed and baptized not only in1956 (50 years ago) but also for 1955 (last year’s listing) because they were inadvertently missed last year.
50-Year Members received at Christ Lutheran Church 

Fay Engleman – 1/31/1956

Patsy Aunkst
- 5/29/1955





Elva Mazeall – 3/25/1956

Bruce Bolich – 1/2/1955


John Mazeall – 3/25/1956

Gerald Greenly – 6/19/1955


Nancy Weikel – 3/25/1956

Jack Plotts – 4/3/1955







Donald Steeley – 4/10/1955







Nancy Watts – 5/29/1955

50-Year Members confirmed at Christ Lutheran Church


Terry Deaner – 5/20/1956

William Albertson – 4/3/1955



Fay Engleman – 12/31/1956

 Jack Plotts – 4/3/1955


Elva Mazeall – 3/25/1956

Patsy Aunkst – 5/29/1955







Larry Metzger – 5/29/1955







Linda Valiquette – 5/29/1955







Gerald Greenly – 6/19/1955

50-Year Members Baptized at Christ Lutheran Church


Elva Mazeall – 3/25/1956

Bruce Bolich – 1/2/1955







Jack Plotts – 4/3/1955







Scott Jones – 4/10/1955







Donald Steeley – 4/10/1955







Patsy Aunkst – 5/29/1955







Nancy Watts – 5/29/1955







Gerald Greenly – 6/19/1955

Stewardship of Self – Year of 2006:
Hours worked:  2357




Goal:  45/week (40 hours + 5 hours tithe)


Weekly average (48 work weeks):  49 Hours

34 medical visits



33 family visits/activities (including vacation & holidays)

Vacation:  21 days (includes 4 Sundays)
Sick Days:  1 (routine medical procedure)

Holidays:  7 (Monday after New Year’s Day, 2nd Monday after Easter, Memorial Day, 4th of July, 


Friday before Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, day after Christmas)

Days off schedule:  normally Friday afternoons & Saturdays (usually varies with ministry needs)



Goal:  2-4 full days per month with NO work agenda



# Days off:  Jan-Apr.:  no record—established my goal; May – December:  20 days

Respectfully and Faithfully Submitted,

Your Partner in Mission and Ministry,

The Rev. Patricia A. T. Pittsnogle  (
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

My gratitude and endless thanks go especially this year to members of our staff who have served us faithfully and have made or will be making changes to new ministries and needs:

Harry Berger, groundskeeper

Dick Berner, custodian

Greg Funk, organist


Linda Shipman, office manager
Roger Watts, interim custodian

May the Lord bless and keep you, may the Lord’s face shine upon you, may the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.

God bless you, good and faithful servants.

Relay for Life 2006


Using the theme of “Around the World in 24 Hours” the 8th annual Milton Relay for Life was held at Milton Alumni Stadium, June 16 & 17, 2006. Christ Lutheran’s team was 23 members strong and represented the country of Denmark, raised $5,423 for the Relay. 


The team won first place in its division as a top fundraising team. And also won the Most Creative Award in the tent site decorating contest. WAY TO GO TEAM!!!!


Over the 8 years’ history,  the Milton Relay for Life has raised $796,267 in our fight against cancer.


The 9th annual Milton Relay for Life is set for June 15 & 16, 2007, at the Milton Alumni Stadium from 3 pm to 3 pm. This year’s theme is; Board Games. So mark the dates, come and join the team as we continue our fight against cancer.
GET YOUR SNEAKERS READY…WE WILL NEED WALKERS!!!

[image: image4.png]



And Remember: THERE IS NO FINISH LINE ………………………………… ……………………………………………...UNTIL A CURE IS FOUND!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Christian Education Ministry Group

Christian Education is alive and well here at Christ Lutheran:  We have five Sunday School classes.  There are two active Bible Study groups, Thursday afternoon and Sunday evenings.  Mary Lazor “conducted” a very successful Vacation Bible School this summer.  Three “summer brush-up” sessions were held this summer and the topics were the Lord’s Prayer, the sacraments and early Church History.  We experimented with Tuesday afternoon Bible Stories this summer.  Introduced the CateQUIZem events during the Sunday School hour once a month.  Finally Donna Spear again directed a wonderful Advent Pageant with our children.  Thank-you to all who have directed and cared about the Christian Education of both young and old in this place

With our Growing Disciple program the following were recognized:

· Scott Coup and Eric Fisher - Graduation from College

· Kristen Bastian - Graduation from High School

· Lindsay and Lauren Byers, Brody Gray, Curtis Schneider, Racheal Spear, Justin Winner - new confirmation students

· Sydney Blosser, Ryan Byers and Blake Wargo - First Time Acolytes

· Skyler Patrick Lee Harrington - Baptized

A big thank-you goes out to our Sunday School teachers


Judy Schneider-Nursery 


Jen Harrington- grades 1 and 2


Kay Dunn- grades 3 through 5


Larry Gray and Pastor Pat- grade 6 through confirmation


Kellie Brouse- “The Young and Restless” Adult class


Mary Lazor- Adult Class


Donna Spear-Youth Sunday School sub

With the blessing of a bequest from Bessie Stahl, we are doing some remodeling to our Nursery Classroom. We thank Bessie’s family for this special gift.

We also began using “Taking Faith Home” inserts in our weekly bulletins which give us resources for sharing our faith all week long. We thank Pastor Greg Priebbenow of www.formingfaith.com in Box Hill, Victoria, Australia, for offering this Christian education resource to congregations.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kellie Brouse

Christian Education Ministry Group

Library
The Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Library continues to grow with 78 additions this year. Additions were primarily added in the children’s books and the adult fiction section.

The goal for 2007 is the acquisition of an entire Bible commentary in separate volumes for each book of the Bible. This will allow anyone in the congregation who reads their Bible regularly an aid in understanding more of what they read.

The second goal for the future is continuing the cataloguing of the books in the library which is an on-going project. Most of the adult section of the library is catalogued at this time.

Mary V. Lazor

Church Librarian
Evangelism Ministry Group

Thank you to all who assisted with our outreach to the community and congregation. The following projects were sponsored in 2006:


*Publicized worship times and events in local newspapers.


*Visitor’s table with coffee mugs and info for distribution to visitors.


*Bulletins sent to shut-ins and baptized children out of area.

*”Splash” information to newly baptized children


*Assisted with distribution of Easter flowers & baskets to shut-ins & poinsettias at 


Christmastime


*Continued church web-page


*Sponsored distribution of Advent and Lenten Devotion Booklets


*Sponsored “Christ in our Home” devotionals

Friendship Ministry: 16 Friendship Ministers


*On-going communication through calls, cards, direct contact and prayers with assisted 


church members


*sponsored ice-cream social in July (last day of VBS)

Homebound Communion Ministry: 6 Ministers (3 sets)


*Distributes monthly communion to 8 shut-ins

Prayer Team Ministry: 6 Ministers


*Publicized prayer articles in monthly church newsletter


*sponsored weekly “Silent Prayer Hour” on Wednesdays from 6 to 7 pm



During this time, the church is open for anyone in need to come and pray.


*Sponsored Sunday morning Prayer Ministers



Ministry member will pray for church for the congregation before the service. Also 

They conduct prayer with service participants, choir, organist and pastor before 


Sunday service begins.


*Sponsored “Prayer and Event” card inserts in weekly bulletins


*Wrote the Sunday service prayers for assistants

Prayer Chain: 12 members


*Prayed and passed special prayer requests from one prayer chain minister to another


*We welcomed new prayer chain volunteers: Mary Steeley, Barbara Gray, Evelyn Campbell 

and Ida Shuck

Do you have a passion for reaching out to others with the good news of Jesus? Consider joining the Evangelism Ministry Group. We’d love your ideas!

Respectfully submitted, Rose Bolich, Acting Chairperson
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Hospitality Ministry Group
The Hospitality Ministry accomplished the following in 2006:


*Recruited volunteers to: 



provide help with set up and tear down of tables/chairs for events 



provide food for various events 



provide help at events



provide help to clean up and organize kitchen


*Served several funeral dinners and hosted Staff Christmas Party and Dinner for the 


Missionaries


*Cleaned and organized kitchen


*Purchased new stove 


*Removed grill and gave to Red Cross

Respectfully submitted,

Betty Morgan

Hospitality Ministry Group
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Prayer Chain Members


Edith Gray

742-9808





Mae Jones

742-7570




Betty Brown

742-9442





Evelyn Dewire
568-1522





Betty Baumer
742-7334

Fay Engleman
742-8158


Mae Keefer

568-2452

Evelyn Campbell
742-6071


Ida Shuck

568-0023


Barbara Gray
568-0022


Mary Steeley

742-7746


Rose Bolich

568-8433
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Property Ministry Group
Thank you to the following individuals:

*Betty Morgan,  Bebe Bolich, Isobel Feehrer, Rose Bolich, Harold &  Stella Webb for house 
cleaning the kitchen, storage area & refrigerators.

*Donna Spear for Internet Web Site administration.

*Glenn Snyder, Nancy Watts,  Dick Berner & Eric Shipman for assistance in changing  light 
bulbs high and low throughout the buildings and grounds.

*Nancy Watts, Greg Funk, Mike Lazor, John & Trent Wargo for their assistance in erecting and 
removing the Tents for our outdoor Service. And to all the members who helped setup the 
furniture, prepare the food, take down the tents and put everything away afterward to 
make this a rewarding social event. 

*Don Fisher, Rusty Brouse, and Larry Gray families for decorating the Church for the Christmas 
Season. Also all who purchased and placed the Poinsettias.

*Stephen Moll & Mike Lazor for their assistance with the sound system and the purchase and set 
up of the new Computer Laptop and Projector equipment.

*Nancy Watts, Penny Ulmer, Anna Snyder and Ida Snyder for preparing and mailing the 
packages to our Military Service Personnel, also all of the members whom contributed 
items and letters for this effort.

*Don Fisher and his Green Thumb Gardeners for planting and maintaining the various Flower 
Beds.

*Harry Berger for his many years of service as the Grounds Keeper. Excellent job of maintaining 
the lawn, trees, gardens and shrubs in a professional manner. Happy trails, your skills will 
be missed.

*Eric Shipman for cleaning and waxing the Narthex, Kitchen, Fellowship Hall and Sunday 
School Room floors as well as house cleaning the Sunday School Rooms.

*Stephen Moll, Gerald Greenly, Stephen Greenly, Robert Greenly, Tyler Perrin, Mike Lazor and 
Glenn Snyder for their hard work on the installation of the new Church Sign and relocation 
of the Old Church Sign. Also the individuals and families whom provided the bequest 
funds to make this project possible. 

*Pete Ishler for donating his time and material to fabricate the oak facing trim for the Stage 
flooring  project in the Fellowship Hall and the many other wooden items he provided. 

*Greg Funk for his service to the Congregation and donating his portable sound system to the 
Church for our use. 

*Linda Shipman for her years of service as the Church Secretary, her talents and dedication will 
be missed. Best wishes for your families call to a new Church’s Ministry. 

*All of the anonymous contributors of time and material items, which support the Church’s 
physical property and it’s Ministry.

*Frank Hartzel, Harry Berger, Pete Ishler, Lee Yost, and Bill Dotts for their continued patience, 
guidance, and valued assistance while serving on the Property Committee. I will truly miss 
working  as a member of your team.

*Last but not least, All the Members of the Congregation, without your Attendance, Financial 
Support and Dedication, the Ministry at Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church would not be 
possible. 


The following additions, changes and repairs were made to Church property:

  *Purchase of a new Stove with a ceramic top, warming drawer & self cleaning oven

*Flush Valves repaired on Urinal in Men’s Lavatory and a Toilet in the Ladies Rest Room.
*Outside spigot was replaced at the rear of Fellowship Hall
*Fire extinguishers were serviced in Sept.
*Lawn care equipment was serviced at the beginning of the season.
*HVAC systems were serviced and adjusted twice during the year per maintenance contract and a 
Thermostat was moved from the hallway to an inside wall in Fellowship Hall.
*Open meetings were held concerning the purchase and installation of a new Church Sign and the 
construction of a freestanding pavilion on Church property.
*The new Church Sign was installed at the end of May and it’s ministry has already developed a 
following in the community as well as assisting in developing a new family membership.

*Ceramic Tile floors were  installed in the Rest Rooms.
*Oak Laminated Wood Flooring was installed on the Stage in Fellowship Hall. 
*Dick Berner retired as Custodian at the end of May, Eric Shipman filled in over Summer, 
however Staff Support is still looking to hire someone to fill the position.
*The Organ Console and Electronics were upgraded and repaired.
*The Sound and Assisted Listening Systems were repaired and upgraded.
*General maintenance of all Church Property was performed as required.
Organizations that used the building during 2006:

*Milton Little League – Signup and Fund Raising 
*District 13 Umpire Group
*Girl Scouts Thinking Day
*Girl Scouts/Brownies
*Synodical Events
*Relay for Life
*Woman’s Club of Milton
*Red Cross – sandwich sales  and bloodmobiles
*Ballroom Dancing Events
*Catherine Treon Dance Studio
*Various private parties and funerals
*Long Island, NY Youth Group over night stay en route home from Habitat for Humanity volunteer 

work trip to Michigan.
*Habitat for Humanity Chicken fund raising dinner.
*Benefit fund raising dinner for Hunter Page.
*Congregational events (Bible School, Pot Luck Meals, Social Events, Meetings)
Building and Property items needing immediate Short Range attention:


*The Parking Lot and Driveways have been intentionally ignored for the past several years, however 

it is now time to take the funds set aside for repairs and patch the pot holes, reseal the cracks 

and reline the parking spaces. 

*All of the light fixtures in the Sanctuary are showing their age and are in serious need of major 


repairs or replacement. One fixture has already come apart while changing the bulb and 


caused minor damage to a Church Pew as well as removal from service.

*The lower section of the West Wall Roofing on the exterior of the Sanctuary is badly eroded and 

will soon require attention.

*The roofing on the south side of the Narthex is in need of attention, due to the debris from the pine 

trees.  

*There are no spoutings on the roofs of the building and the runoff is splashing up on the bricks 


making them very dirty. The building needs power washed and the river rock bedding placed 

to prevent splashing needs to be reconstructed in order to maintain the architectural     


aesthetics of  the building 

*The HVAC systems are now in their mid life stage and will require continual monitoring and repairs 

as parts wear out.

*All of the exterior flower and landscaping beds are in need of major maintenance and re-mulching.   
*Replace flat roof and flashing over north sanctuary exit walkway. 

*Repair valley flashing on main church roof.
Long range planning (5 to 10 years)


*Plan for a Pavilion on Church Property with possible construction.

*Repave parking lot.

*Repair and replace church roof.
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Respectfully submitted, Roger E. Watts       

Social Ministry 
2006 was an exciting year for Social Ministry as we introduced and successfully completed a lot of new initiatives.  

Our Mile of Pennies Campaign continued from late 2005 and we collected between $300-$400 in pennies which will be used to support new Social Ministry projects.  We still have a ways to go to reach the one mile mark which is $844.80 and this project will continue through 2007.

Several members of the congregation offered their time and talent to support the Winter Wraps and Prayer Shawl Ministries by donating yarn and crocheting or knitting hats, scarves, mittens or shawls.  At the end of the year we had over 200 winter items which were given to three organizations including the local Red Cross, Haven Ministry in Sunbury and Hats for the Homeless in New York City for distribution to those who needed.  In addition, several prayer shawls were made and given out as gifts to members leaving our congregation and relocating as well as to others who were hurting either emotionally or physically. 

6 months after the devastation from Hurricane Katrina, 4 members of our congregation participated in a Gulf Coast Mission Trip in April.  For one week this group of 20+ individuals worked to help rebuild several homes in the Mississippi.   

Our first “Pot of Gold” Benefit Yard Sale was hosted in May.  This year we chose the local Red Cross Food Bank as the beneficiary of this project which was matched by Thrivent Financial Services.  We were pleased to present a check for $900.00 to help support our local community residents.  

Other new projects in 2006 included the Local MS Walk, Take T.I.M.E. for Prayer Event and support of the Chicken Bar B Q Fund Raiser for Habitat for Humanity.

In addition to our new projects, we continued to support the collection of Campbell Soup Labels, mailed Military Care Packages to friends and relatives of our members who are currently serving, Relay for Life, Red Cross Food Distribution and the Crop Walk.

As we head into 2007, we are still looking for individuals who are willing to serve as Coordinator of the Benefit Yard Sale in May as well as the Crop Walk Recruiter in October.  We also plan to meet and discuss a closer partnership with Love Inc. in helping to provide services to members of our congregation.

Submitted by Penny Coup 

Social Ministry Chairperson

Staff Support and Parish Relations Ministry Group

Our ministry group – Carol Conrad, Roger Watts, Michael Lazor, Penny Coup, Penny Ulmer and Kay Dunn – have worked on reviewing and revising as needed all of the staff job descriptions.  After this was accomplished we reviewed and made recommendations to the Finance Committee on salaries and compensation for each staff position.

Each staff employee was assigned a liaison from our ministry group and we encouraged them to openly discuss issues and concerns at anytime.  We also met or talked with staff employees on a quarterly basis.

The positions of Director of Church Music, Senior Choir Director and Organist were filled.

We received resignations of Greg Funk, Organist effective 12/31/06, Harry Berger, Groundkeeper effective 12/31/06 and Roger Watts, interim Custodian effective 12/31/06.

We would like to say thank you to Carol Conrad and Roger Watts whose terms have ended for their help, encouragement and wisdom.

We also would like to welcome Janie Bloom and Bob Greenly who will be coming on board to serve in this ministry.  

We ask for your prayers as we begin to serve in 2007.

Kay Dunn, Chairman, Staff Support and Parish Relations Ministry Group[image: image9.jpg]



Worship and Music Ministry Group
This year again has been a busy year with Worship and Music.  We began the year with a number of guest organists who filled in till we hired Greg Funk.  These faithful organists were: Garrett Baker, Judy Blee, Chris Kehoe, Nancy Walters and John Warfel.  We also had a number of guests provide special music at a number of services this year, they were; Norah Shipman, Kimber Williams, Chris Kehoe and Louise Botto.  All these talented people have added to our Glory to God.  The Adult and Youth Bell Choirs have re-organized under the direction of Nancy Walters and Donna Spear which again adds to our worship service.

We had a number of Special Services from Ash Wednesday, and Easter through Advent and our Christmas Services.  We also had a number of events and Blessing Sundays to name just a few, Veterans Recognition, Family Reunion and the Blessing of Animals. We had Lenten prayer cards and added straw to Jesus cradle when we did good deeds. We have three Home Bound Communion teams who go out and give communion to some of our shut-in members once a month with the possibility of adding more teams.  This is a busy place!

Quiet Communion Services on Wednesdays continued and this summer we tried a children friendly service on Tuesday.  During this service we read a bible story and gave each child in attendance a copy of that story book.  Saturday Night Worship continued again last summer and so did joint worship with Trinity.

This is a listing of just a few things Worship and Music did over the last year.  We would like to thank all the people who work to make all of our worship services here a blessing.

The sound guys, altar guild, ushers, youth worship participants, our musicians and choirs…you all have a special place with this committee and thank-you.  Also thank-you to you the people who come to give glory to God.

Yours in Christ, Kellie Brouse, Worship and Music Ministry Group

Jr. Choir Director Report
During 2006, the Junior Choir focused more on ringing bells than on singing.  The children have improved their ringing skills and really enjoy rehearsals and playing in church.  The children played several pieces in the winter and spring of 2006 and again in the fall after summer break.

The following children (and a few adults) were part of the Junior Bell Choir in 2006:

Children:  Linea Brouse, Brody Gray, Julia Spear, Rachael Spear, Ashley Winner, and Cody Winner.  Adults who helped out:  Laurie Fisher, Larry and Barb Gray, Dale Kriner, Nancy Walters, Stacey Winner.

It is my hope to continue this ministry at Christ Lutheran and to have more and more children involved in both ringing and singing at our church!

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Spear

Director, Jr. Choir

Webmaster Report 2006

The design, development, and maintenance of the church website has been under my direction since October of 2005.  During October of 2006, I changed web servers from Domain Direct to ICDSoft, which resulted in a savings of approximately $20 per year.  The current cost of hosting a website for our church is $56 per year, which I donated.

I surveyed the church attendees for two weeks and received some feedback about the website.  Most of the surveys indicated that the website it being used to check upcoming events and view pictures.  Several people indicated that they do not have computers and are unable to utilize the website.

I redesigned the look of the website in November of 2006, and received favorable comments about the new look.  I enjoy doing this work for the church and am open to suggestions for additions and changes to our church website.  You can view the church website at:  http://www.christlutheranmpa.org 

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Spear

Webmaster


Report of the Congregational Council 2006
The responsibility of the Congregational Council is the general oversight of the life and activities of the congregation.  Leading the congregation in stating its mission, long-range planning, setting goals, and priorities are all part of this process.  To this end, Council:

· Held a Church Council retreat in February, 2006.

· Provided support to the congregation in the following:

· Annual Congregational Meeting–
· Set Four Council Promoted Activities  

· Everybody Birthday Party to be held in March 
· Ice Cream Social held last day of Bible School
· Family Reunion to be held in September
· Advent Pageant to be held in December
· Approved the purchase of a new sign for the front lawn.

· Approved delegates Kellie Brouse and Dale Kriner to represent the congregation at the Upper Susquehanna Synod Assembly in June.  Approved Rose Bolich as the Alternate delegate.

· Welcomed new members Nancy Walters, Irmgard Gordos, Margaret, Robert, and Thomas Kline to the congregation

· Supported Vacation Bible School which was a success.

· Started a new intergenerational activity – CateQUIZems.

· Supported the Advent Pageant which was a success.

· Had Staff Support working on job descriptions.

· Held Family reunion Sunday again this year.

· Supported Synod by participating in the Liberian Lutheran Relations Conference at Susquehanna University.

· Passing on Faith events.

· Nuts and Bolts Workshop at Trinity.

· Participated in the Community Meal at St. Andrew’s held on Monday evenings.

· Participated in the Ministerium Thanksgiving Concert at Follmer Lutheran church.

· Supported our Pastor in the many ways she has done the work of the church.

· We greatly appreciate all the work our church secretary does.

We the Congregational Council of Christ Lutheran Church strive always to follow our Mission Statement below:

“We are called by God to follow Christ’s example and teachings through worshiping, witnessing, learning, supporting one another, and reaching out to others.”
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November 12, 2006
The Annual Meeting of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church was called to order by the President of Church Council, Kellie Brouse.

Election of New Church Council Members

Through prayerful discernment the Nominating Committee presented the following names for election to Church Council:  Rose Bolich, Judy Schneider, and Don Fisher.

Nominations from the floor were opened.  There were none.

These nominees were unanimously elected.

Budget

Rose Deaner, representing the Finance Ministry Committee, presented the Budget for 2007.  It was explained that due to a projected deficit for 2006 just an Operating Budget with no Benevolence could be presented to the congregation.  Betty Brown seconded.  Several members voiced their concern with this Budget.  Mary Lazor called for The Question, Penny Coup seconded.  A paper ballot was taken.  The 2007 Budget was accepted as presented.

Constitution Committee

The Constitution Committee presented a recommendation for revisions to the Constitution for a first reading.  Lee Yost seconded.  Motion carried.  These revisions will be finalized at the February Congregational meeting.

The annual meeting was adjourned and we concluded the church service.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Deaner

Secretary of Congregational Council
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