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Dear Friends in Christ,

God has given us all a wonderful new year!  It’s another year of sharing, serving, loving, giving—another year of living out the mission God has given us here:

Called by God…to follow Christ’s example and teachings…through worshipping, witnessing, learning, supporting one another, and reaching out to others…

[image: image1.png]



Hurray!  I know our mission statement by heart now!  I am finally settled into my new church family!!!!  (
As I look over my calendar, I have the special joy of knowing I have spent one-third of a year with you.  Time has flown by…and before you know it, we will have spent our two years together and we’ll wonder where all that time went as we look to our future and make decisions about where God is leading us.  (You know how the old saying goes:  “Time flies when you’re having fun!”)

Look over this year’s reports.  You will see that we have grown in many ways.  We have added to our membership, developed and carried out new programs, and given away lots of ministry.  We have made transitions from life as it was this time last year.  We have been faithful to our church family, our community, our synod, and the Church in the world.  We have met emotional, spiritual, financial, physical, educational, and social needs.  Perhaps you’re thinking of some of the needs we met that I forgot!
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The question I always have this time of year as we look back at the year’s ministry is this:  How have we grown in faith?  Numbers and lists of great things done are terrific and God-given tools.  But what I want to know is how they have made us more faithful.  How are we living out our lives as disciples more than we did last year?  How have we helped each other to be stronger witnesses in God’s kingdom?

Evaluating growth in faith is a little more complicated than looking at numbers and lists.  And we can’t write about it fully in a printed report, either.  It involves looking into our hearts and into the relationship each of us has with our Lord.  It involves having conversations with each other as we go about doing the tasks that God gives us to live out the mission of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Sometimes the measure of faith is never seen in our lifetime.  Sometimes it takes years to happen, and sometimes it happens before we even realize it!  It could be right in front of our noses every day.  We might not know about it until one day we have one of those surprise conversations with someone that points us to the gift of faith that has been growing among us for our entire lives…one little relationship at a time…one day at a time…one quiet little task at a time.
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And so, my dear friends in Christ, I challenge us to look at all we do as a church family through the eyes of the faith God is growing in us.  How is God continuing to bring about creation in our lives together?  How is God continuing to bring forgiveness, life, and salvation in our midst?  How is God continuing to call and empower us to do what God wills for the world God has given us?  How are others coming to know the power of God in their lives as we live out and do what we do?

Start with yourself—since you are the person you know the best today.  Look at where you have been involved in your church family this year and think about how you’ve grown.  Listen to where God is celebrating your growth and where God is continually calling you to grow.  Challenge yourself to move in the direction God is giving you, whether it be an old path, a new path, or somewhere in between.  And find a way you can share that growth with others, whether it be in worship or Sunday School each week, Bible study, church meetings, prayer groups, or simply in that conversation you have every day with your spouse, child, neighbor, or co-worker.  Sharing is how we help each other grow!

Think about it.  As others you have loved and with whom you have served God’s mission pass from this life into eternity with God, what do you remember?

Do you think about how many times they’ve been in church?

Do you think about how they managed their checkbook or calendar?

Do you think about whether their house was clean when they left you or how many minutes each day they spent in prayer?

Maybe…but I suspect the thing you think about the most is how they lived their lives in answer to what God had given them to use…and how your life was so blessed with them in it…and how you’ll go on because they left you a legacy of faith that will carry on after them to you and to all the people and places in the world their lives touched.

That’s the measure of faith…how we do what we do in light of who God has freed us to be!
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And how we’d do it all over again, because we know it makes us strong, empowered disciples of Jesus, our Savior…

God bless this new year…and each of us…as we continue our journey of growing in faith.  I am looking forward to the blessing of continuing to learn and grow with you!

Your partner in Christ’s mission and ministry,

               Pastor Pat  (
Pastor’s Report and Record for 2005

Received New Members


Linda Mertz – 1/16/2005 – transferred from Trinity, Milton


Susan Albert – 1/16/2005 – confirmed/baptized


Joann Ficks – 11/20/2005 – transferred from 1st Presbyterian, Milton
Baptisms


Sydney Cheyenne Blosser – 1/16/2005


Isabelle Lauren Blosser – 1/16/2005


Gillian Katherine Mitchell – 1/16/2005


Alexa Kimberly Mitchell – 1/16/2005


Austin Richard Mitch – 1/16/2005


Aidan Patrick Weischedel – 6/12/2005


Stella Webb – 6/12/2005


Gabriel Longenberger-Stevens – 10/30/2005


Justin Michael Walls – 11/30/2005

Removed from Membership by Death

Marguerite Enterline – 1/23/2005


Florence E. Pleibel – 4/1/2005


Hugo N. Eskildson – 5/20/2005


Bessie M. Stahl – 5/30/2005

 
Sarah J. Hess – 10/30/2005

Other Funerals

James H. Harpster – 6/4/2005

Mary Keiser – 12/29/2005
Removed from Membership by Transfer or personal request

Cora A. Long - 10/1/2005


Terry L. Moll – 10/24/2005


Pr. MarthaSue Moll – 10/24/2005 


Nicholas Le – 11/23/2005

First-Time Acolytes

Alex Gonzales – 6/5/2005


Julia Spear – 6/5/2005


Ashley Winner – 6/5/2005

First Communion

Sydney Blosser – 2/13/2005


Isabel Blosser – 2/13/2005


Jillian Mitchell – 2/13/2005


Alexis Mitchell – 2/13/2005


Hope Harrington – 2/13/2005


Gary Martin – 2/13/2005


Joey Martin – 2/13/2005

Ministers of Homebound Communion commissioned

Rose Bolich – 2/20/2005


Carol Conrad – 2/20/2005


Michael Lazor – 2/20/2005


Terry Moll – 2/20/2005


Betty Baumer – 6/12/2005


Mae Jones – 6/12/2005


Kellie Brouse – 6/12/2005

Membership Statistics
Baptized Members





417
Confirmed Members





300
Confirmed Members who communed and contributed
161

(Keeping accurate records is important but not easy. Our computer records and memory do not agree; people have been here whose attendance and contributions have not been recorded. Voting members are those whose communion and contribution during the current and/or preceding year are on record. Technically we have 161 voting members. It is important for you to fill at least one offering envelope or write a check each year and to record your communion on a pew pad at least once.)

50-Year Members received at Christ Lutheran Church 

Fay Engleman – 12/31/1956


Elva Mazeall – 3/25/1956


John Mazeall – 3/25/1956


Nancy Weikel – 3/25/1956

50-Year Members confirmed at Christ Lutheran Church


Terry Deaner – 5/20/1956


Fay Engleman – 12/31/1956


Elva Mazeall – 3/25/1956

50-Year Members Baptized at Christ Lutheran Church


Elva Mazeall – 3/25/1956

Respectfully submitted,

Pastor Patricia A. T. Pittsnogle
Caring and Outreach Ministry Group

The following was accomplished in 2005:



*Provided help fro Red Cross Food Distribution in May



*Participated in community Relay for Life in June (see below report)



*Participated in community CROP Walk in October



*Collected over-the-counter medicines for the Susquehanna University Mission




Team in December



*Church continues to Collect Campbell Soup Labels to send to Navajo Mission 




in Arizona



*Church continues to collect used shoes to be given to HUF foundation in Milton




for recycling



*Church continues to support missionaries James & Karen Noss



*38 quilts were made by church and given to Lutheran World Relief



*used candles were given to the Synod Liberia effort



*Special financial collects were given to: (see financial report to exact numbers)



--Simon Brothers Angel Fund




--South Asian Tsunami Disaster Response




--MS Walk




--Relay for Life (see below)



--CROP




--Missionary Support




--Habitat for Humanity




--Camp Mount Luther




--Red Cross




--Souper Bowl of Caring




--Lutheran World Relief (both Hunger Appeal and Disaster Relief)




-- Gulf Coast Christmas Gift Cards

Relay for Life 2005

For the 7th consecutive year, Christ church participated in the Relay for Life of Milton, held at the Milton High School Alumni Stadium, June 17 & 18.


Under the Relay theme of Cartoon characters, the 24 member team hopped its way around the track as Bug Bunny. Raising $7,375.89; the team took 1st place honors as the top fundraising team in its division. And won for Best Animations in the tent site decorating const. Judy Schneider was the chairperson for our creative animations.


For the first time, as a fundraiser, under the leadership of our resident baker, Laurie Fisher, the team made and sold Easter eggs. 2,100 eggs or 175 dozens of eggs were made and sold.


Our church and team’s y year total is $43,494.89 raised for the American Cancer Society.


The 2005 Milton Relay for Life raised $117,136.22, it was the 4th consecutive year the relay passed the $100,000 mark, and it brings the Milton Relay for Life’s 7 year total of $701,697 raised.


The 2006 Milton Relay for Life is scheduled for June 16 & 17 at the Milton High School Alumni Stadium. This year’s theme is Countries – Around the World in 24 Hours. Christ church will again participate by forming a team and invite any members of the congregation to join the team and its fight against cancer. You do not have to be a member of the congregation to join the team. This year’s team captain is Kim Mitch.

GET YOUR SNEAKERS READY…WE WILL NEED WALKERS!!!
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And Remember: THERE IS NO FINISH LINE ………………………………… ……………………………………………...UNTIL A CURE IS FOUND!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Listed below are the donations the Adult Sunday School Class made in 2005:



$30 – Tsunami Disaster



$30 – Local Fire Victims



$35 – Military Postage Help



$100 – Spring Communion Wine



$100 – Relay for Life – June



$35 – Blanket Sunday



$35 – CROP Walk



$100 – Fall Communion Wine



$40 – Military Postage Help



$100 – Teachers Gift



$20 – Fruit Basket



$625   (plus regular Sunday School Donations)
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Hospitality Ministry Group

The Hospitality Ministry provided refreshments for the following events:



*Northern Lights sponsored Ascension Day Service in May



*Farewell party for Pastor Sue and Terry Moll in June



*numerous funeral luncheons as requested



*provided refreshments for Pr. Pat’s welcome in July



*Organized installation potluck supper for Pr. Pat’s installation in November



*cleaned kitchen and refrigerators (Bebe Bolich & Betty Morgan)



*hosted Bloodmobile Canteen in August
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  Property Ministry Group

Thank you to the following individuals:

· Betty Morgan & Bebe Bolich for house cleaning the kitchen & refrigerators.

·  Steven Moll & Donna Spear for computer technical support & Internet Web Site administration.

· Glenn Snyder, Nancy Watts and Dick Berner for assistance in changing LOTS of light bulbs throughout the buildings and grounds.

· Rusty Brouse, Glenn Snyder & Mike Lazor for their assistance in erecting the Tents for our outdoor Service. And to all the members who helped setup the furniture, prepare the food, take down the tents and  put everything away afterward to make this a rewarding social event. 

· Glenn & Ida Snyder, Don & Laurie Fisher, Kelly & Linea Brouse, Penny & Tatum Ulmer, Rachael & Julia Spear, Larry, Barbara & Brody Gray and Nancy Watts for decorating the Church for the Christmas Season. Also all who purchased and placed the Poinsettias.

· Stephen Moll & Mike Lazor for their assistance with rewiring, installation, and setup of the new Telephone System, DSL Internet Service and Pastors new Computer.

· Don & Laurie Fisher, Kelly & Linea Brouse, Carson Berge and Harry Berger for planting and maintaining the various Flower Beds.

· All of the anonymous contributors of time and material items, which support the Church’s physical property and it’s Ministry.

· Frank Hartzel, Harry Berger, Pete Ishler, Lee Yost, and Bill Dotts for their continued patience, guidance, and valued assistance while serving on the Property Committee

The following additions, changes and repairs were made to Church property:

· New Telephons System purchased and installed

· Flush Valve replaced on Urinal in Men’s Lavatory.

· Air circulation blower and motor replaced on Furnace serving the Sanctuary and Electronic controls repaired and upgraded.  

· Driveway markers acquired and installed.

· Fire extinguishers were serviced in Sept.

· Lawn care equipment was serviced at the beginning of the season.

· HVAC systems were serviced and adjusted twice during the year per maintenance contract.

· The Locks on all exterior doors were re-keyed.

· Open meetings were held concerning the purchase and installation of a new Church Sign and the construction of a freestanding pavilion on Church property.

· The tile floors in the Narthex and Men’s Lavatory were repaired by Harry Berger. 

· The Facilities Request Form was reviewed and updated.

· Bill Baker retired as Custodian and Dick Berner was hired to replace him. Please welcome Dick on board.

· Floor polishing equipment was serviced  and repaired.  The Narthex, Kitchen and Fellowship Hall floors were cleaned and waxed. The Sunday School room floors will be done in January .

· All Ceiling Fans in the Fellowship Hall were cleaned and repaired. 

· General maintenance of all Church Property was performed as required.

 Plans for 2006 include:

· A contract for major repairs to the Church Organ along with repair and upgrading of it’s Console to current standards, has been approved by the congregation with the work to be performed during the Summer Months of 2006.

· Purchase and install a new Church Sign.

· Plan for a Pavilion on Church Property with possible construction.

· Replace flat roof and flashing over north sanctuary exit walkway. 

· Repair valley flashing on main church roof.

· Replace floor tile in the rest rooms and on the stage in fellowship hall.

Long range planning  ( 5 to 10 years )

· Repair and repave parking lot.

· Repair and replace church roof.

Organizations that used the building during 2005:

· Milton Little League – Signup, Fund Raising and Umpire Training

· Milton Area Juniorettes

· Girl Scouts

· Northern lights

· Relay for Life

· Woman’s Club of Milton

· Red Cross – sandwich sales  and bloodmobiles

· Warshow 

· Treon Dance Studio

· Various private parties and funerals

Respectfully submitted,

Roger E. Watts      
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Worship and Music Ministry Group


The following events and activities were sponsored by the Worship and Music Ministry Group:


February
Ash Wednesday services with Imposition of Ashes as well as the Lenten services


March 

Healing Service and Girl Scout Sunday


March
            Palm/Passion Sunday Service and Holy Week Services (Maundy Thursday, 




Good Friday and Easter Vigil at First Lutheran, which was a Northern Lights 




activity) and Easter Sunday


April     
Rogation Sunday observed by planting seeds in cups of soil and observance of Good 



Shepherd Sunday

May        
Celebrated Church Music Sunday; hosted  Joint Ascension Day Service with 



Northern Lights Lutheran Churches; Pentecost; The Holy Trinity; and Veterans 




Appreciation Sunday

June

Summer Saturday evening services began; Pastor Cheryl Berner from Trinity 





conducted most of them during interim without pastor.



Said Farewell and Godspeed to Pastor MarthaSue and Terry Moll and thanked them





for their 12 years of faithful service to this congregation


July/August
Had Joint worship with Trinity for 10:30 am Sunday services

Sept       
Family Reunion and outdoor worship was held on Sept. 11 with our new



pastor, Pr. Pat Pittsnogle conducting the service

October 
Healing Service and celebrated Reformation

Nov         
Celebrated All Saints Sunday and Installation service for Pastor Pat Pittsnogle



Also celebratedChrist The King Sunday and Advent began.



Held  “Fireside Chats” on Wednesday evenings in Advent

Dec

Annual Advent Dinner and Pageant. Hanging of the Greens and Delivery of 



Poinsettias tohomebound along with  Caroling . Christmas Eve Service as well as 




Christmas Day Service

Other Worship and Music accomplishments:



*Hired Sr. Choir Director Nancy Walters



*Candle Lighter was dedicated in memory of Kenneth D. & Sarah Louise Kriner



*Quiet Communion Services are held each Wednesday at 4 pm



*Special music provided by the following this past year:



Heather Kaufman (flautist); Kimber Williams (trumpet); Judy Blee (trumpet); 



Garrett Baker (piano and organ); Norah Shipman (piano); Greg Funk (organ); 



Barbara Smillie (organ); Judy Yost (organ and piano); John Warfel (organ); 



Pr. Keith and Pr. Pat Pittsnogle (guitar); Sr. Choir; Linea Brouse (piano); 



Lindsay Byers (vocal); Pr. Sue Moll (organ); Laurie Fisher (bells); Rose Bolich (bells)

Linda Gautsch

Worship and Music Ministry Group
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Youth Ministry
This ministry has done several activities with our church youth.

- We attended the FLOOD event at Susquehanna University in January.

- Participate in the annual Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl Sunday last February. 

- In February we had our annual sleepover at the church for youth in 2nd to 6th grade and then our younger

 children went to McDonald’s for lunch the next day.
- The Youth hosted a Fun and Fellowship Chili and Hot Dog supper in March.  After eating our meal we 
then played board games and had a great time.

- In April we colored eggs for our annual Easter egg hunt.

- We also went bowling in April.

- This December we delivered poinsettias and sung Christmas Carols for our shut-ins

- We practiced and took part in the Advent Pageant in November and December.

This Ministry Group is currently looking from a volunteer or two to Chair and plan activities for our youth for a year commitment.  Please pray about taking on this challenge and if you are being called toward this Ministry, please talk to Pastor Pat or Kellie for more information.

Respectfully Submitted

Kellie Brouse
Report of the Congregational Council

The responsibility of the Congregational Council is the general oversight of the life and activities of the congregation.  Leading the congregation in stating its mission, long-range planning, setting goals, and priorities are all part of this process.  To this end, Council:

· Held a Church Council retreat in February, 2005.

· Provided support to the congregation in the following:

· Annual Congregational Meeting

· A new Church Directory was completed and delivered.

· Approved delegates Mary and Mike Lazor to represent the congregation at the Upper Susquehanna Synod Assembly in June.  Approved Rose Bolich and Carol Conrad as Alternate delegates.

· Set up a Ministry for Home Bound members. Those who volunteered are Carol Conrad, Rose Bolich, Mike Lazor, May Jones, Kellie Brouse, Betty Baumer, and Terry Moll.

· Welcomed new members Linda Mertz, Susan Albert, Stella Wood Webb, and Joann Ficks to the congregation

· Supported Vacation Bible School which was a success.

· Supported the Advent Pageant which was a success.

· Mourned the passing of several valued members of the congregation (see Pastor’s report and record)

· Held Family reunion Sunday again this year

· Supported the Pastor in the many ways she has done the work of the church

· Accepted Pastor Sue’s resignation with regret.

· Voted to call Pastor Patricia Pittsnogle to a two year term call.

· Supported Pastor Pittsnogle in her transition as our new Pastor.

· Voted to install a new phone system in the church which will give the Pastor more privacy when dealing with members of the congregation.

· Voted to update the internet access and supported the development of the Church’s web page.

· We greatly appreciate all the work our church secretary does.

· Hired a new custodian.

We the Congregational Council of Christ Lutheran Church strive always to follow our Mission Statement below:

“We are called by God to follow Christ’s example and teachings through worshiping, witnessing, learning, supporting one another, and reaching out to others.”
THE CHURCH STAFF


The Reverend Patricia A. T. Pittsnogle
Pastor



570-742-3023

Linda L. Shipman



Church Office Manager
570-538-2000

Nancy Walters




Sr. Choir Director

570-742-4924

Donna Spear




Jr. Choir/Bells Director
570-742-2117

Dick Berner




Custodian


570-568-5009

Harry Berger




Groundskeeper

570-742-9737

Dale Kriner




Church Treasurer

570-742-9322

Ruth Greenly




Financial Secretary

570-742-9825

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL


PRESIDENT






VICE PRESIDENT


Kellie Brouse


SECRETARY



Rose Deaner


TREASURER



Dale Kriner


FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Ruth Greenly

THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL

NAME




TELEPHONE #

TERM EXPIRES
Pastor Patricia A. T. Pittsnogle
742-3023


Rose Bolich



568-8433


2006

Frank Hartzel



742-8905


2006

Judy Schneider


742-8830


2006

Kellie Brouse



742-2115


2007

Carol Conrad



524-0825


2007

Rose Deaner



524-9944


2007

Kay Dunn







2008

Michael Lazor



724-7138


2008

Stephen Moll







2008

Dale Kriner



742-9322

Ruth Greenly



742-9825
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Sunday School is held every Sunday at 9 am and the class offerings and teachers are as follows:

Nursery - Judy Schneider and Jen Harrington


1st and 2nd Grade - Katie Weisheidel


3rd-5th Grade - Kay Dunn


Junior High and Confirmation - Larry Gray and Pastor Pat


The Young, (Old) and Restless Adults - Kellie Brouse


Adult Class - Mary Lazor


Substitute Teachers: Rose Deaner and Donna Spear

A big thank-you to these folks for volunteering to teach all who are willing to learn the word of God.  All are welcome to come and check out the above classes! New members are always welcome!
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Prayer Chain Members


Edith Gray

742-9808





Mae Jones

742-7570




Betty Brown

742-9442





Evelyn Dewire
568-1522





Glen Dewire

568-1522





Corrine Twist

742-5414

Betty Baumer
742-7334

Fay Engleman
742-8158


Mae Keefer

568-2452

Rose Bolich

568-8433

Church Office
742-7473
